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RESEARCH INTERESTS     

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Transformative Learning for adult learners
Adult English as a Second Language (ESL) Education

International and Comparative Adult and Higher Education

Culturally Responsive Teaching & Multicultural Education

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EDUCATION        
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ph.D.       University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming

       
      Emphasis: Adult and Post-secondary Education

Dissertation: A Cross-cultural Study of Adult English as a Second Language (ESL) Students: Cultural Differences and Instructional Strategies Preferences




Degree received: May, 2010

M.A     
China Ocean University, P. R. China




Emphasis: Foreign Languages and Applied Linguistics




Thesis: An investigation of Bilingual Education Programs in 

China’s Higher Education: A mixed method Study




Degree received: June, 2005

B.A.
Lu Dong University, P. R. China



Major: English Education




Minor: Japanese Language 



Degree Received: July, 1992
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assistant professor, College of Education, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky. Teaching Principles of Adult Education, TESOL Theory and Practice, Language and Culture. August 2013-December 2013
Instructor of Education, College of Education, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky. Teaching Human Development in Adulthood, Principles of Adult Education, Principles of Higher Education, and Linguistics for TESOL (online graduate courses); co-revising the Ed.S program, co-developing Ed.D track and emphasis areas, and serving on Ed.S. applied project committees for the Adult and Higher Education Program; sitting on the Department of Foundational and Graduate Studies Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. August 17, 2012-Present
Adjunct professor, College of Education, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky. Teaching Principles of Adult Education and Principles of Higher Education (online graduate courses) July 2 - July 31, 2012
Associate Professor of English Education, Ludong University, Yantai, P.R. China. Designed and taught Research Methodology; Pragmatics; Cultural Exchanges between China and Other Countries (face-to-face graduate courses); Advanced English; and Thesis Writing (face-to-face undergraduate courses). July 2010 - February 2012
Full Graduate Assistantship, Conducted research, developed and taught Integrating Technology into Education (hybrid undergraduate course), taught Educational Foundations for Instructional Technology and assisted students in the use of various computer lab technologies), for the Adult Learning and Technology Department, College of Education, University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming. Fall 2006-Spring 2010.
Co-taught Race, Class, and Gender: Issues in Adult Education (face-to-face graduate course), University of Wyoming, Spring 2007.

Co-taught Programming and Evaluation in Adult Education (online graduate 

course) University of Wyoming, Fall 2009.

Judge, Oral English Exam for College Entrance, Yantai, P.R.China.


Summer 2006, 2008 & 2011.

Assistant Professor of English Education, College of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, Yantai, P.R. China. Designed and taught College Foundational English and College English Oral Interpretation face-to-face undergraduate courses. March 2006-August 2006.
Adviser, for undergraduate students’ theses. College of Foreign 

Languages, Ludong University, P.R. China. March 2006-August 2006; Fall 2010-Feb 2012
Visiting Scholar, focusing on a comparative study between American and Chinese 
higher education, Adult Learning and Technology Department & English 
Department, University of Wyoming. September 2005-March 2006.

Deputy Section Chief, Foreign Experts and International Exchanges Section, 
Foreign Affairs Department (International Studies College), Ludong University, P.R. China. November 2003-September 2005.

Coordinator of International Exchange Programs, Foreign Affairs Department 

(International Studies College), Ludong University.
November 1999-eptember 2005.

Foreign Experts and Teachers Recruiter, Foreign Affairs Department (International
Studies College), Ludong University.
 November 1999-September 2005.

English Interpreter for delegations from English-speaking countries, Foreign 

Affairs Department, Ludong University, P.R. China. Nov 1999-September 2005.

Adult ESL Program Director and Instructor, Programs for Adult People who are Going Abroad, Yantai, P.R. China. November 1999-May 2005.


Instructor, Teaching Chinese as a foreign language to international students, 

College of International Studies, Ludong University, P.R. China.


March 2000-May 2004.

Instructor of English language courses, Lab School, Ludong University, P.R. 

China. July 1992-November 1999.

Advisor of students of English specialty group, Lab School, Ludong University, 

P.R. China. July 1992-November 1999.

Sponsor and Coordinator, English Corner, Lab School, Ludong University, 

P.R.China. 1992- 1998.

Practice Teacher of English, Weihai No.2 Middle School, Weihai City, Shandoing 

Province, P.R.China. April 1992-May 1992.

Sponsor and Coordinator, English Corner, Weihai No.2 Middle School, Weihai 

City, Shandoing Province, P.R.China. April-May, 1992.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
BOOKS 
Tan, F. (2013). Cultural Differences and Instructional Preferences: Perceptions of Experience-Based Instruction for ESL. Chicago: Discovery Association Publishing House.

 Nabb, L, Timm, S, Tan, F.(Eds.). (Under Contract). Anthology for Interdisciplinary Inquiry: Generative Themes on Humanity. Chicago: Discovery Association Publishing House.

Tan, F. (Co-Ed.). (1996). A current English-Chinese student dictionary. Dalian, 

PRC: Liaoning Normal University Press.

Tan, F. (1995). Senior middle school English workbook, Book I. Dalian, PRC:  

Liaoning Normal University Press.

Deng, Y. & Tan, F. (1995). Senior middle school English workbook. Book II.  Dalian, PRC: Liaoning Normal University Press.

CHAPTERS
Tan, F, & Nabb, L. (2012). Advancing Transformative Theory: Multi-fold 

and Cyclical Transformation. In Boden, C., & Kippers, S. (Eds.). Pathways to Transformation. pp. 325-241. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.

Tan, F. (In Press). Facing Cultural Challenges between American and Chinese 

People. In H. Fortune and S. Legansky (Eds.). In Your Face Diversity Etiquette 101: How to Avoid Enraging Underrepresented Groups. Chicago: Discovery Association Publishing House.
Tan, F. (In Process). A Comparative Study of Students’ perceptions of prior-experience-based learning between Chinese and American Students. Nabb, L, Timm, S, Tan, F.(Eds.). Anthology for Interdisciplinary Inquiry: Generative Themes on Humanity. Chicago: Discovery Association Publishing House.

ARTICLES

Tan, F, & Zhang, D. The waves of Social Justices and Peace in American Adult 
Education, The Journal of Peaceful Studies, 2010, 11 (3).

Tan, F., Nabb, L., Aagard, S., & Kim, K., International ESL graduate student perceptions of online learning in the context of second language acquisition and culturally responsive facilitation. Adult Learning. 21(1-2), 9-14, 2010.
Tan, F. (2006). Book Review: Day, M., & Petrick, E. Designing residential wilderness programs for adults. Journal of Adult Education.38 (2). 41-43
Tan, F. (2009). Tri-fold transformation: An international student’s reflections on online learning experience. Adult Learning.20 (3), 38-40, 2009
Kim, K., McFerrin, K.,Westhoff, G., & Tan, F. (2007). Comparison of Asian and 

European students’ perceptions of English learning experiences in their high school, Louisiana English Journal, 11, 40-45.

Tan, F. (2005). The significance of practicing bilingual programs in institutions 
of higher learning in China. China New Century Journal, 5, 156-176.Taian, PRC: Shangdong.

REFEREED PROCEEDINGS
Tan, F., & Nabb, L. (2012). How adult ESL Students Perceive Prior-Experience- Based Instruction. Proceedings publication at American Education Research Conference (AERC) (pp. 328-332). Saratoga, New York. 
Tan, F. (2010). Studying international student perceptions of cyclical 

transformation. Proceedings publication at American Education Research Conference (AERC) (pp. 591-593). Sacramento, California.


Tan, F., Aagard, S., Nabb, L. & Kim, K. (2008). How English as a Second 
Language (ESL) graduate students perceive online learning from perspectives of second language improvement, learning styles, and culturally responsive pedagogy. In K. McFerrin et al. (Eds.), Proceedings of Society for Information Technology & Teacher Education International Conference 2008 (pp. 2395-2398). Chesapeake, VA: AACE.
Kim, K., Westhoff, G., Rezabek, L., & Tan, F. (2006). Intent to use technology: An 

exploratory study. In C. Crawford (Ed.), Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education International Conference: Vol. 1. (pp. 2920-2927). Norfolk, VA: Association for the Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE).
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GRANT ACTIVITY

January 2011, Grant Writer and Director, Studying International ESL Students’ Transformative Learning. ¥30,000, Ludong University, Funded.
August 2011, Grant writer and director, Transformation for International Adult ESL students: New Perspectives and Various Formats. ¥20,000, China Education Department, Funded.

      Fall 2009-May 2010, Grant working participant. Worked with faculty to conduct grant-based statistical research “Instructionally Responsive Assessment” supported by the Wyoming Department of Education, College of Education, $211,972, University of Wyoming. Funded.
December, 2007, co-developer writer of a proposal to the University of 

Wyoming, College of Education Technology Fees Committee for funding of two scanners for the Personal Computer Lab. $1957.75. Funded.

December, 2007, co-developer and writer of a proposal to the University of 

Wyoming, College of Education Technology Fees Committee for funding of five international language software packages. $215.15. Funded.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REVIEWER 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reviewer and copy editor, Journal for International Students, 2012-2013
Reviewer, Midwest Research to Practice Conference Proposals, 2012
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRESENTATIONS

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL REFEREED

Tan, F., & Nabb, L. (2012). How adult ESL Students Perceive Prior-Experience- Based Instruction. Paper Presented at American Education Research Conference (AERC), Saratoga, New York, May31-June3, 2012. 
Tan, F. (2010). Studying international student perceptions of cyclical 

transformation. Conference Proceedings, Paper presented at American Education Research Conference (AERC). Sacramento, California, June 3-6, 2010.

Tan, F., & Nabb, L. (2009, November). Comparing adult American and Chinese 

student perceptions of using prior experience in learning processes. Presented at Association for American Adult Education (AAACE) Conference. Cleveland, Ohio, November 3-6, 2009.

Nabb, L., & Tan, F. (2009, November). Including legal content in adult 

education graduate curricula: What the experts opine. Presented at 

Association for American Adult Education (AAACE) Conference. Cleveland, Ohio, November 3-6, 2009.
Aagard, S., & Tan, F. (2009, October). Tractorettes: The use of visuals, theory and hands-on learning to educate the female farm labor force of the World War years. Paper Presented at International Visual Literacy Association (IVLA) Conference. Chicago: Illinois. October 7-9, 2009.

Tan, F., Aagard, S., Nabb, L., & Kim, K. (2008). How English as a Second 

Language (ESL) graduate students perceive online learning from perspectives of second language improvement, learning styles, and culturally responsive pedagogy. Presented at the Society for Information Technology & Teacher Education International Conference, Las Vegas, Nevada, March 3-7, 2008.

Kim, K., Westhoff, G., Rezabek, L., & Tan, F. (2006). Intent to use technology: An 

exploratory study. Paper presented at Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education, Orlando Florida, March 20-24, 2006
REGIONAL REFEREED
Tan, F. (2013), Transformation for Asian parents regarding their children’s education. Paper presentation at the Mountain Plains Adult Education Association (MPAEA) Conference, Cheyenne, Wyoming, April 10-12, 2013.
Tan, F., & Steinke, M. (2009, November). Using service learning as a way to practice culturally responsive teaching in dual ways for adult ESL learners. CO-TESOL (Teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages) Conference. Denver, Colorado, November 13-14, 2009
Tan, F. & Aagard, S. (2009), Culturally Responsive Teaching: Students’ 

Perspectives. Poster presentation at the Mountain Plains Adult Education Association (MPAEA) Conference, Las Vegas, Neveda, March 1-4, 2009.

Day, M., Aagard, S., Habour, C., Bolliger, D., Erichsen, E., &Tan, F. (2008). 

Online learning for adult learners. Panel presentation at Wyoming Lifelong Learning Association (WLLA) Conference, Cody, Wyoming, Oct 8-10, 2008.
Tan, F., Day, M., & Aagard, S. (2008, April). Culturally Responsive Teaching in 

Adult ESL Instruction. Presented at the Mountain Plains Adult Education Association (MPAEA) Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, April 23-26, 2008.

Tan, F. & Aagard, S. (2007, April). Chinese Sent-down Experiences: A 

Transformative Perspective. Presented at the Mountain Plains Adult Education Association (MPAEA) Conference, Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho, April 25-28, 2007.

Tan, F., Aagard, S., Callahen, A.,& Nabb, L. (2007). Exploring differences 

between the US & Chinese schools’ implementation of Multiple Intelligences (MI) theories. Paper presented at Northern Rocky Mountain Educational Research Association (NRMERA) conference, Jackson, WY, October, 2007.

LOCAL

Tan, F. (2010). American Multicultural Education. For Graduate students, Ludong University.

Tan, F. (2009). International ESL student perceptions of online learning in 

the context of second language acquisition and culturally responsive facilitation. Graduate School Symposium. University of Wyoming, April, 2009.

Tan, F. (2008), Adult ESL students’ perceptions of their instructors’ 

understandings of and connections with students’ home cultures. Graduate Symposium, University of Wyoming, April, 2008.

Tan, F. (2007). Difference in Implementation of Multiple Intelligences 

Theory between Schools in China and U.S. Graduate Symposium, University of Wyoming, March, 2007.


Tan F. (2006). Teaching Opportunities in China for Foreigners, College 
of Education, University of Wyoming, March. 2006.

Tan F. (2006, January). An Overview of English Education Development in 
China, English Department, University of Wyoming.
Tan F. (2005, December). English Education in China, College of Education, 
University of Wyoming.
INVITED LECTURES AND PANNELS

Invited Panel Member, Representatives of Ph.D. students, Introduction to 

Doctorate Study course, College of Education, University of Wyoming. September, 2008 & 2009.

Invited Panel Member, International Students and You, conversations between 

UW faculty and international students, International Students and Scholars Association, University of Wyoming. March, 2008.

Invited Presenter, How does English education impact globalization? Educational 

Studies, College of Education, University of Wyoming. Spring 2007.

Peer-teaching, Fundamentals of Counseling CNSL 4520/5520, College of 

Education, University of Wyoming. Spring 2007.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CERTIFICATIONS

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

License of Certification, Foreign Experts and Teachers Recruiting Specialist, Shangdong Provincial Foreign Affairs Office, 2000.

License of Certification, Teaching English as a Second Language and Linguistics, Shandong Provincial Education Committee, 2002.

Certificate of Advanced Computer Skills, Shandong Provincial Educational 

Bureau, 2002.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HONORS AND AWARDS

Full Graduate Assistantship, Adult Learning & Technology Department, College 
of Education, University of Wyoming, 2006-2010.

Summer Research Augmentation award, $2000, Research Fund, University of 

Wyoming. Summer 2009.

Summer Graduate Scholarship, College of Education, University of Wyoming, 

Summer 2007.

Best Presenter, Certificate, $50 award, Graduate School Symposium, University 

of Wyoming, April 2007. 

Outstanding Scholarship Award for Research, Shandong Provincial Educational 

Committee, P.R. China. $5000. 2005.

Outstanding Staff Award, College of International Studies, Ludong University, 
2003.

Outstanding Foreign Expert Affairs Award, Shandong Province, 2000-2003.

Outstanding (advanced) Foreign Affairs Expert Personnel Award, Foreign Affairs 

Education committee, Shandong Provincial Government, 2001.

Outstanding Teacher Award, Lab School, Ludong University, P.R. China, 1993.
Best Teaching Evaluation Award, Lab School, Ludong University, P.R. China, 

1992 &1993.

Excellent College Student Award, Ludong University, 1992.

Outstanding Student Scholarship Award, ¥200, Ludong University, 1992.

Excellent College Student Award, Ludong University, 1991.

Outstanding Student Scholarship Award, ¥200, Ludong University, 1991

Excellent College Student Award, Ludong University, 1990.

Outstanding Student Scholarship Award, ¥100, Ludong University, 1990.

Excellent College Student Award, Ludong University, 1989.

Outstanding Student Scholarship Award, ¥100, Ludong University, 1989

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS


Member, Golden Key International Honor Society. (2009)
Committee Member, College Graduate Education Committee, College of 

Education, University of Wyoming. 2008-2009
Member, National and International Research and Philanthropic Promotion 

Organization (NIRPPO), University of Wyoming, 2007-2010.
Member, The Mountain Plains Adult Education Association (MPAEA), 2007-

2010.
Member, The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education 

(AAACE), 2007-2010.
Member, Colorado Teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages 

(CO-TESOL), 2009-2010

Member, Kentucky Teaching English for Speakers of Other Languages (KY-TESOL), 2013- 2014
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHING AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Teaching Graduate courses: Adult Development in Adulthood, Principles of Adult Education, and Principles of Higher Education, Linguistics for TESOL. Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky, August 17, 2012-Present.
Teaching Principles of Adult Education, Principles of Higher Education, graduate course, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky, July2—July31, 2012.
Teaching Thesis Writing, undergraduate course, College of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, China, Fall 2011.
Teaching Cultural Exchange between China and Other Countries, graduate course, College of Chinese Language and Literature, Ludong University, China, Fall 2011.
Teaching Pragmatics, graduate course, College of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, China, Fall 2011.
Co-developed the Adult ESL Education Program Evaluation Portfolio for College of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, Summer 2011. 

Taught Advancing English Education, undergraduate course, College of Foreign Languages, Ludong University, China, Fall 2010 &Spring 2011.
Taught Research Methodology, graduate course, College of Foreign languages, Ludong University, China, February 2011. 

Taught Advanced Oral English, Graduate course, College of Foreign languages, Ludong University, China, Summer 2010.
Developed and taught Integrating Technology into Education (an undergraduate, face-to-face course with an eCompanion supplementation teaching educational foundations for instructional technology and assisting students in the use of various computer lab technologies), Fall 2007-May 2010.

Worked with faculty to conduct research concerning culturally responsive teaching and comparative education, Fall 2006-May 2010.

Co-taught Programming and Evaluation in Adult Education, online graduate 

course, University of Wyoming, Fall 2009.

Co-developed syllabus for Educational Gerontology, online graduate course, 

University of Wyoming, December 2008.
Co-developed syllabus for Programming and Evaluation in Adult Education, 

online graduate course, University of Wyoming, Fall 2007. 

Co-taught Race, Class, and Gender: Issues in Adult Education, graduate course, University of Wyoming, Spring 2007.
Guest Instructor: Special Problems in Gender Equity and Vocational Education, 

Fall 2005.

Co-developed syllabus of Educational Gerontology, University of Wyoming, 

December 2008.

Designed and taught College English College English, Ludong University, P.R. 

China, 2008.

Designed and taught English and Chinese Interpretation, Ludong University, P.R. 

China, 2008.
Designed and taught Business English, College of International Studies, Ludong 

University, P.R. China, 2000-2004.
Designed and taught English for People who are going abroad, College of 

International Studies, Ludong University, P.R. China, 2002-2004.

Designed and taught Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages. College 

of International Studies,  Ludong University, P.R. China, 2001-2003.

Designed and taught Oral English for Adult ESL students. College of International 

Studies, Ludong University, P.R. China, 2000-2003.

Designed and taught Reading for Adult ESL students. College of International 

Studies, Ludong University, China, 2000-2003.

Designed and taught Middle School English, Lab School, Ludong University, P.R. 

China, 1992-1999.

Designed and taught English for Middle School English Specialty Students, Lab 

School, Ludong University, P.R. China, 1992-1999.

Co-taught Intensive Middle School English, Weihai No.2 Middle School, Weihai, 

P.R.China, April- May 1992.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
      Attended faculty workshop, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky, August 2012.
      Completed a course Instructional Design for Online Course, ION MVCR course, June-July 2012.
      Attended the Adron Doran Symposium, Morehead State University, Morehead, Kentucky, April 2012.
Attended Language Research Methodology Annual Conference, Shanghai, China, 
October 2010.
Attended Wyoming ESL Workshop, held in College of Education, University of 

Wyoming, 2007.

Attended National ESL Workshop, held by University of Wyoming, 2007.
Conducted Teaching Observations, ESL teaching and learning center, Laramie 

County Community College (LCCC).

Conducted Teaching Observations for ITEC 1000, Visual Literacy (taught by Dr. 

Steven Aagard), Spring, 2006.

Interviewed Ms. Matilda Hansen to develop a project about history of adult ESL 

program in Laramie, the director of adult ESL program in Laramie from 1966-1976, December, 2008.

Interviewed Dr. Joy Surdam to develop a project about history of adult ESL 

program in Laramie, the present director of adult ESL program in Laramie, December, 2008. 

Created historical development materials (A PowerPoint Presentation) for Adult 

ESL teaching history for Laramie County Community College (LCCC).
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